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1
	3.17
	3.17 The requirement for optimization entails the selection of an optimum remediation option from
a set of justified options, such that the nature, scale and duration of the remedial actions
provide the maximum net benefit. This requires optimization to be done on the whole
remediation option, as well as at the individual task level. In doing so, it is necessary to define
the remediation endpoint or a predetermined criterion defining the point at which a specific
task or process will be considered completed [11]. The criteria that have been developed to
determine the remediation end point are established as a result of this optimization process and
will not necessarily be those that provide the lowest dose, since dose reduction is only one of
several attributes considered in the optimization process (see FIG. 1). In some cases, the
distribution of dose could be largely uneven. Priority actions should be to reduce all doses to
below the reference level, and to optimize below the reference level, as appropriate, thereafter.
The optimization process may lead to extensive remediation, but not necessarily to the
restoration of previous conditions. In some cases, restrictions on land use may be the outcome
of the optimization process.


	This paragraph is rather complicated to understand. Especially the relationship between the definition and the application of remediation end points on the one hand and the optimisation process on the other hand is hard to understand.  The concept of “end points” is only used in this paragraph and in paragraph 2.21, but is e.g. not mentioned in Figure 1 and the explanatory text on this Figure. What is described in paragraph 3.17 seems a circular process: in order to define an optimum remediation option end points are needed, which are also defined in the optimisation process.
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	Thank you for this useful comment. It is agreed that clarification and simplification of the next in para. 3.17 was needed. The original paragraph has now been sub-divided into three paragraphs and the reference to Fig. 1 has been removed, as this was not the appropriate place to refer to this figure.
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